
WELCOMES YOU TO

1

GreenLight Celebrates Innovation & Community

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3RD

A VIRTUAL EVENT
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Thank you for joining 
GreenLight Fund Boston’s
An Emerald Evening REIMAGINED!
We know this year is different than most, 
and that is why we are especially grateful 
that you have joined us for this year’s virtual 
celebration. Though we wish we could be together in person, 
we are so excited you have welcomed us into your homes, and 
we hope we can bring the joy and inspiration of our typical 
Emerald Evening to your couch.
2020 has been a challenging year, and it has been a call 
for transformation. We all must do more, act differently, 
get uncomfortable, and most importantly, change. As 
we move toward a more just and healthy society for 
Black, Indigenous, and people of color, we invite you 
to reimagine with us a Boston for all.
This evening, we’re proud to showcase the community of 
leaders, advocates, and champions that make up GreenLight Boston. 
They are the leaders of our portfolio organizations, who have innovated 
during these challenging times to do more and serve more families in 
need. They are the participants and families our organizations serve, 
helping them to reach their goals and ultimately end generational poverty. 
They are our Family Partners and members of our Selection Advisory 
Council who ensure we find the right organization at the right time to 
better serve families living in poverty. They are GreenLight Boston.
This year alone, GreenLight Boston reached more than 300,000 children, 
youth and families. Over the next four years, we plan to double our impact. 
We will do this by continuing to do what we do best, and innovating in ways 
that can expand our reach in our community. But most importantly, we will 
do this together.

Thank you for supporting GreenLight Boston, and for 
reimagining with us so that we build a Boston that is 
just, fair, and healthy for all.

Melissa Luna
Boston Executive Director

John Simon
Co-Founder & Board Chair



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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INKIND DONATIONS:

AMP Fitness
CCR Solutions
Josh Chalmers

City North
Hydrow

Kernwood Country Club
Ladder Fitness

Lawson's Finest Liquids
Lo & Sons

Long’s Jewelers
Lynx Fitness

Penguin Random House
Pernod Ricard
Purple Carrot

ROWDY
RR Donnelley

Samsung
Thrive Market

Tieks by Gavrieli
Tree Top Adventures
Trish LaPointe Design

SUPPORTERS

Howard Fischer 
Associates International

Carolyn Longacre 
& Michael Wilens

Nicole & Art Papas
Leslie Riedel & Scott Friend 

Henry Ancona
Lisa & David Antonelli 

Jeff Bailly
Kate & Gerald

Chertavian
Paul English

Betsy & Steve Rosen
Alissa & Jack
Sebasatian

Anna Sinaiko & 
Joshua Klevens
Adam Soroca

PRESENTING SPONSORS
$25,000

The Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation

Creative Ventures
Gayané & Tom Ebling
Sigma Prime Ventures

Sue & John Simon
Stephanie & Brian 

Spector
VentureForGood

BRONZE SPONSORS
$6,000

Cindy & Peter Neville
Jennifer Miller Paci 

& Vic Paci
Strong Force Innovation 

Portfolios
Version 2.0 

Communications

GOLD SPONSORS
$15,000

Eileen McDonagh 
& Robert Davoli

Lynne & Tim Palmer
Goodwin Procter

SILVER SPONSORS
$10,000

BlueConic
Lisa & Michael Bronner

Germaine & Michael Choe
Deanna & Tony DiNovi

Fractyl Labs
Donna & Marc Kozin

Dianne & Bill Ledingham
Holly & Gary Mikula

Christine Olsen & Rob Small
Etta & Mark Rosen



VIRTUAL PROGRAM SCHEDULE
7:30-8:15 PM

Inspirations + 
Community Voices

Remarks From Melissa Luna, 
GreenLight Fund Boston 

Executive Director

Hear From Our 
Portfolio Organizations 

and Participants

Remarks From John Simon, 
GreenLight Fund Co-Founder 

& Board Chair

Raffle Prizes Awarded

Gratitude + 
Good Night
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IMPACT SOLUTIONS FOR 
REBUILDING & RECOVERY

INNOVATE FOR 
QUICK RESPONSE

Families of our portfolio organizations 
are struggling to meet basic needs.

Four Year Plan Objectives
2021–2024

Investment Strategy Through 2024

Invest time, talent, and treasure into our portfolio 
organizations that are having the greatest impact 
during these challenging times.

With our partners, conduct sprint selection processes 
to identify critical needs and match with system-building 
solutions requiring less start-up time and capital.

Using the GreenLight Method, we are uniquely 
positioned to identify gaps that have been 
widened and deepened by COVID-19 and to 
bring life-changing solutions.

DOUBLEDOWN ON OUR 
PROVEN SOLUTIONS

INVEST DIRECTLY
IN FAMILIES

SUPPORT
Deepen the impact and life-
changing outcomes from 
our phenomenal 12-organization 
Boston portfolio.

SCALE
Grow our Boston and MA impact 
footprint from 100,000+ children 
and families annually to 400,000+ 
children and families annually.

MEETING THE MOMENT
Ensure that our most desperately 
needed, gap-filling, proven, innova-
tive, outcome-changing organizations 
that we help expand into Boston is 
COVID-19 responsive.

ADDRESSING THE FUTURE
Run 2–3 overall selection cycles 
to bring 2–3 additional world-class 
solutions to Boston to change 2–3 
metrics at scale (likely 1 virtual or 
technology based solutions).

LEVERAGE
Grow our philanthropic leverage 
to over $150M in follow-on 
support for Boston impact 
and outcome change.

CAPITAL REQUIRED
TO ACHIEVE:

$4.5M



BOSTON BY THE
NUMBERS

6

New Teacher Center improves 
student learning by accelerating the 

effectiveness of new teachers, 
experienced teachers and 

school leaders. 

Youth Guidance's BAM is a program that 
supports boys and young men, particularly 

those of color in grades 7-12, navigate 
circumstances that threaten their future, 

through school-based and one-on-one 
counseling.

Friends of the Children creates 
generational change by engaging children 

from high risk-communities 
in twelve years of transformative 

mentoring relationships. 

Single Stop USA helps low-income 
individuals persist through college and 
achieve financial self-sufficiency and 

economic mobility by providing access 
to benefits and services.

CareMessage is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization based in San Francisco, CA with a 
mission to empower healthcare organizations 

with mobile technologies to improve health 
outcomes and reduce the cost of care. 

Raising A Reader Massachusetts is an 
evidence-based early literacy program that 
helps families of young children (newborn 
through age eight) develop, practice and 

maintain habits of reading together at home. 

College Advising Corps increases the 
number of low-income, first-generation 

college and underrepresented students who 
enter and complete higher education by 

hiring and training recent college graduates 
as full-time college advisers. 

Peer Health Exchange gives teenagers the 
knowledge and skills they need to make 

healthy decisions by training college 
students to teach a comprehensive health 
curriculum in public high schools that lack 

health education.

Blueprint Schools Network uses a 
research-based framework of 

comprehensive reform strategies to 
accelerate achievement in the nation’s 

highest-need schools.

YVLifeSet provides support to young people 
who are aging out of foster care by helping 
them find safe housing, continue education 
or training, achieve stable employment and 

build healthy support systems.

Family Independence Initiative empowers 
low-income families to move out of poverty 
through access to connections, choice and 
capital. FII invests resources based on the 

strengths and initiatives families 
demonstrate toward improving their lives. 

Per Scholas prepares motivated and curious
 individuals from overlooked communities
 with the technical and business skills to 
launch successful careers in technology, 

creating on-ramps to businesses in need of 
their talents.

313,074

145STAFF MEMBERS 
CURRENTLY 

WORKING FOR 
BOSTON PORTFOLIO 

ORGANIZATIONS

$7
4.

5M

BOSTON SELECTION
ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS

58
12

ORGANIZATIONS IN 
BOSTON PORTFOLIO

95

INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES REACHED IN 2019-2020

PORTFOLIO REPORT
2019–2020

ADDITIONAL NON-GREENLIGHT FUNDS 
RAISED TO DATE BY OUR 

 BOSTON PORTFOLIO  ORGANIZATIONS

$9,125,360
TOTAL FUNDING COMMITTED BY GREENLIGHT

TO PORTFOLIO ORGANIZATIONS

ACTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
PARTICIPATING WITH BOSTON-BASED 

PORTFOLIO ORGANIZATIONS *As of June 30, 2020

BOSTON PORTFOLIO
ORGANIZATIONS
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Our GreenLight | BOSTON Selection Advisory Council acts
as an expert partner and sounding board to identify critical 
needs and select the right solution.

BOSTON SELECTION
ADVISORY COUNCIL

Jessica Ackerman
Deloitte

Irfan Alibhai
Burkehaven Family Foundation

Courtney Allessio
EZCater

Mati Amin
Technical Training Foundation

Luciana Aquino-Hagedorn
Columbia Center on 

Sustainable Investing

Jennifer Aronson
The Boston Foundation

Karley Ausiello
United Way of Massachusetts 

Bay and Merrimack Valley

Yasmin Cruz
Visible Hands

Annie Duong-Turner
John Hancock

Rahn Dorsey

Gayané Ebling

Jason Ewas
Commonwealth

Philip Gager
Stifel Bank

Rita German
JP Morgan Chase

Pete Giorgio
Deloitte

Christina Gordon
Women’s Foundation of Boston

Amanda Hadad
Combined Jewish Philanthropies

Deva Hirsch
DH Advisors

Justin Kang
Visible Hands

Lisa Krakoff
The Roger and Lisa Krakoff 

Foundation

Roger Krakoff,
The Roger and Lisa Krakoff 

Foundation

Melinda Marble
The Patrick McGovern Foundation

Natalie Martinez
Strong Women Strong Girls

Jude McColgan
Localytics

Lanita McCormick
Housing Opportunities Unlimited

Kristin McSwain
Boston Opportunity Agenda

Grace Moreno
Massachusetts LGBTQ Chamber 

of Commerce

Cory Munchbach
BlueConic

Amanda Northup
State Street Foundation

Vaskar Pahari
Bracebridge Capital

Katie Pakenham
Cambridge Innovation Center

Balasubramanian (Panch) 
Panchanadeswaran

Santander

Dawna Paton
Aceso Innovation Partners LLC

Cal Perez
Merrill Lynch

Geeta Pradhan
Cambridge Community 

Foundation

Marjorie Ringrose
Smith Family Foundation

Ed Rocha
Rola Languages

Mark Rosen
Charlesbank Capital Partners

Whitney Rosenbaum
Bank of America Charitable 

Foundation

Bill Schnoor
Goodwin Proctor

Pattie Satterthwaite
Women’s Foundation of Boston

Lauren Schwarzenholzer
Goodwin Proctor

Sally Sharp Lehman
Sharp Lehman Consulting, LLC

Gary Smith

Tim Smith
The Boston Foundation

Kevin Smith
Goodwin Proctor

Joe Theis
Goodwin Proctor

Alexandra Valdez
City of Boston Economic

Mobility Lab

Ross Wilson
Shah Family Foundation

Stephen Zamierowski
Deloitte



NATIONAL & SITE TEAMS  
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ABIGAIL RATHGEB
EVENTS AND DEVELOPMENT 
OPERATIONS MANAGER
arathgeb@greenlightfund.org

DANIELA MIRA
PROGRAM ASSOCIATE
dmira@greenlightfund.org

MELISSA Y. LUNA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
mluna@greenlightfund.org

OUR BOSTON TEAM

Melissa Luna’s leadership of GreenLight Boston, our flagship 
site, comes at a time when GreenLight Fund is deepening its 
local community engagement and extending its partnerships 
with industry, entrepreneurial and philanthropic leaders in 
Boston. Melissa comes with a track record of working 
in low-wealth communities of color as a nonprofit and 
philanthropic leader.

Jane Case
Operations Manager

Alexandra Coughlin
Senior Executive Associate 

and Board Liaison

Megan Daniels
Development Associate

Liz Dignan
Director of Finance 

and Operations

Emily Epstein
Marketing and 

Communications 
Manager

Donald Ger
Managing Director, 

Strategy and Administration

Elissa Ryan
National Director of 

Strategic Development

Margaret Hall
CEO and Co-Founder

Cristina Hancock
Talent Manager

Casey Johnson
National Portfolio 

Director

Kenichi Nozaki
National Program 

Associate

Albert Scerbo 
Senior Associate, 
External Affairs

John Simon
Board Chair and 

Co-Founder

ATLANTA
Joli Cooper

Executive Director

TBD
Program Associate



CHARLOTTE
Carrie Cook

Executive Director

Paola Aragon Brown
Program Associate



CINCINNATI
Clare Zlatic 

Blankemeyer
Executive Director

TBD
Program Associate

DETROIT
Rishi Moudgil

Executive Director

Alena Farooq
Associate



KANSAS CITY
Sarah Haberberger
Executive Director

Danielle Robinson
Program Associate



PHILADELPHIA
Omar Woodard

Executive Director

Garridon Hankins
Program Associate

SAN FRANCISCO
BAY AREA
Kate Schwass

Executive Director

Stacie Mills
Senior Associate



TWIN CITIES
Simone Hardeman-Jones

Executive Director

TBD
Program Associate


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R E P O RT E D  A S  O F J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0

NATIONAL NETWORK

BOSTON
BECOMING A MAN
from Chicago, IL
BLUEPRINT SCHOOLS 
NETWORK
from Newton, MA
CAREMESSAGE
from San Francisco, CA
COLLEGE ADVISING CORPS
from Chapel Hill, NC
FAMILY INDEPENDENCE 
INITIATIVE
from Oakland, CA
FRIENDS OF THE CHILDREN
from Portland, OR 
NEW TEACHER CENTER
from Santa Cruz, CA

PEER HEALTH EXCHANGE
from Oakland, CA 
PER SCHOLAS
from New York, NY 
RAISING A READER
from Redwood City, CA
SINGLE STOP USA
from New York, NY 
YV LIFESET
from Memphis, TN

SAN FRANCISCO 
BAY AREA
BLUEPRINT MATH FELLOWS
from Newton, MA
EVERYONEON
from Washington, DC

FOOD CONNECT
from Philadelphia, PA 
GENESYS WORKS
from Houston, TX
PARENTCHILD+
from Mineola, NY
SPRINGBOARD 
COLLABORATIVE
from Philadelphia, PA
UASPIRE
from Boston, MA

PHILADELPHIA
CENTER FOR EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
from New York, NY
COMPASS WORKING CAPITAL
from Boston, MA

PARENTCHILD+ 
from Mineola, NY 
SINGLE STOP USA
from New York, NY
YEAR UP
from Boston, MA

CINCINNATI
CENTER FOR EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
from New York, NY
FAMILY INDEPENDENCE 
INITIATIVE
from Oakland, CA
FIRST PLACE FOR YOUTH
from Oakland, CA

DETROIT
CENTER FOR EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
from New York, NY
NEW TEACHER CENTER
from Santa Cruz, CA
SPRINGBOARD 
COLLABORATIVE
from Philadelphia, PA

CHARLOTTE
PARENTCHILD+
from Mineola, NY
CENTER FOR EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
from New York, NY

KANSAS CITY
YOUTH GUIDANCE: 
BECOMING A MAN & 
WORKING ON WOMANHOOD
from Chicago, IL

ATLANTA

TWIN CITIES

GREENLIGHT SITE

PORTFOLIO ORGANIZATIONS’ HEADQUARTERS

IMPORTED TO GREENLIGHT SITE

NUMBER OF PORTFOLIO ORGANIZATIONS 
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++++++

SAN FRANCISCO
BAY AREA, CA

ATLANTA, GA
FIRST SELECTION IN 2020

TWIN CITIES, MN
FIRST SELECTION IN 2021

BOSTON, MA

PHILADELPHIA, PA

CHARLOTTE, NC

CINCINNATI, OH

DETROIT, MI

Programs addressing social 
challenges in innovative and 
effective ways exist, but they 
may not be found close to 
home. 

GreenLight searches the 
country for proven programs to 
address local unmet needs and 
invests in their expansion to our 
communities.



Stephanie & Brian 
Spector

PROUD 
SPONSOR

Thanks for making a difference in our 
community
Bank of America recognizes GreenLight Fund. Community leaders like you are a vital resource and 
inspiration to us all. Thanks to you, progress is being made and our community is becoming a better 
place to live and work. 

Visit us at bankofamerica.com/massachusetts.

©2020 Bank of America Corporation | 2935478 | ENT-216-AD

Proud Sponsor of the GreenLight Fund and the 
portfolio organizations it has helped launch in Boston. 

Since 1984, the partners of Sigma Prime Ventures have
been helping entrepreneurs build great businesses.

Founded: 10 companies
Exits worth over $4.2 billion

BRIGHTER
FUTURES
GOODWIN is proud to sponsor 
GREENLIGHT FUND BOSTON’S 
EMERALD EVENING and supports its 
efforts to improve the lives of children, 
youth and families throughout the city.
 

www.goodwinlaw.com 

Gayané & Tom
Ebling

PROUD 
SPONSOR

VentureForGood

PROUD 
SPONSOR

Sue & John  
Simon

PROUD 
SPONSOR

PROUD 
SPONSOR

APPRECIATIVE OF OUR BOSTON 
SIGNATURE INVESTORS

The Burkehaven �Family Foundation
The George & Marie Chabot Charitable �Foundation

Deloitte
Jeff Feingold
iHeart Media

Donna & Marc Kozin
The Roger & �Lisa Krakoff �Foundation

Dianne & Bill �Ledingham
The Lovett-Woodsum Foundation

Francine & Jude �McColgan
Cindy & Peter Neville

The David E. Retik & Christopher D. Mello Foundation
United Way �of Massachusetts Bay �and Merrimack Valley

THANK YOU TO OUR FAMILY PARTNERS

Porsha Abrams
Donna Bowen

Shanee Franklin
Janet Iraola

Tanya Robinson
Marisol Tejera
Curlette White

Elieen  
McDonagh  

& Robert Davoli

PROUD 
SPONSOR

Lynne & Tim 
Palmer

PROUD 
SPONSOR



The BlueCrew supports
the GreenLight Fund’s

mission and commitment
to improving local

communities.

Thank you.

Lisa &  
Michael  
Bronner

PROUD 
SPONSOR

Germaine  
& Michael  

Choe

PROUD 
SPONSOR

Deanna  
& Tony 
DiNovi

PROUD 
SPONSOR

PROUD 
SPONSOR

Donna  
& Marc   
Kozin

PROUD 
SPONSOR

Dianne & Bill  
Ledingham

PROUD 
SPONSOR

Holly & Gary  
Mikula

PROUD 
SPONSOR

Etta & Mark  
Rosen

PROUD 
SPONSOR

Christine  
Olsen &  

Rob Small

PROUD 
SPONSOR

Strong Force and the GreenLight Fund
share a core belief in helping

innovators and entrepreneurs
achieve a positive impact on the world.

Innovating for Category Leadership
www.strongforce.design

Jennifer  
Miller Paci
& Vic Paci

PROUD 
SPONSOR

Cindy  & Peter
Neville

PROUD 
SPONSOR


